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On film, Megyn Price plays the smart, funny girl.  It comes easily to her, because 
in real life, she’s smart and funny.  This Stanford graduate quit a successful finance 
career to become a comedy actress; a move that has left her laughing ever since!   
 Currently, Price plays the role of Audrey in the CBS television comedy Rules of 
Engagement.  She describes the working conditions as “an opportunity to act adolescent.”   

“We’re like a group of teenagers, and it’s really as fun as it looks,” Price said.  
“It’s supposed to be fun!  Look what it is--it’s pretending.  That’s my job!” 

Not only is the on-screen dialogue silly, the cast is notorious for pulling practical 
jokes on each other—ones that aren’t written into the script.   

“Once, during shooting, I was supposed to pull a compact from my handbag and 
powder my nose,” Price said.  “Thanks to Patrick Warburton, my little New York City 
character pulls out a can of Skoal instead.  See why it’s pure joy when someone else 
messes up on the set?  It makes me so happy!”  
   Price first broke into television in 1993.  Her first audition landed her a role in 
Quantum Leap.  
 “I’d heard stories about people who’d tried out for four thousand roles before 
getting cast,” Price said.  “So after my reading, I went for a jog.  When I got home, I had 
twenty-five messages on my machine that I’d gotten the job, and I was supposed to go to 
the wardrobe department at Universal Studios by 5:00 that night and start work 
tomorrow.  I was like, are you kidding me?  What happened?” 
   The next day, Scott Bakula, the lead in Quantum Leap, pulled Price into his 
dressing room and gave her a mini-acting lesson.   
 “He showed me the footage from my audition, and pointed out, ‘This is good, this 
is not good,’” Price said.  “That angel!  He changed my life.” 
 Dean Stockwell, the show’s co-star, taught her that acting was fun and that actors 
were supposed to be nice to each other.  Price took his words to heart.   

“So, I’m a nice person to work with, I take my job seriously, and I’m not a drug 
addict—these are all positives.  Boring, isn’t it?  No pictures of me drunk outside of 
clubs.  There is a photo of me at the Farmer’s Market buying carrots.  Enjoy that, People 
magazine!”     
 Not only does Price shop at the Farmer’s Market, she and her husband built an 
organic garden at their suburban home in Los Angeles.   
 “We grow a ton of our own food, we make our own cheese, and I keep bugging 
him that I want to get chickens, but there’s all these stupid laws in LA about having 
chickens too close to the neighbors.” 
 Price blames her affinity for chickens on growing up in Norman, Oklahoma, “out 
in the country on ten acres of nothing.”  Her parents, five sisters and two brothers came to 
Oklahoma when her father was trying to get into the oil and gas industry—right before 
the crash.   
 “In some ways, we got stuck there, but it was the biggest blessing, because I got 
to grow up in Norman.  We had so much freedom in a place that had university culture 
and a small- town feeling.”  



 Price has fond memories of her years at Norman High School--especially of the 
cute guy in French class.   

“We never dated, but we were friends.  He was the cool guy with a girlfriend, and 
I was the full-on, straight-A geek,” Price said.  “We had a mutual friend that always said 
we’d get married some day, and I’d think, “Oh, please, please, please!” 

Price went on to Stanford and he went to Vanderbilt.  Years later, they met for 
dinner in New York City, and the second he walked in the door, Price knew that she 
would marry him.  Three months later, they were engaged.  Now they’ve been married 
ten years.   

“It is so EASY to be married to your friend,” Price said.  “Mom always said to 
marry someone with common roots, and she was right.  Plus, I want to kiss him all the 
time.”   

Those agricultural “roots” must have followed the couple to California, because 
they recently entered their food in the county fair, and won! 

“My husband, who is a grown-up, professional doctor, started jumping up and 
down like a maniac because he won three ribbons.  You would have thought he won the 
lottery.”             

It’s exactly the type of thing that Price loves about her life. Her family, home, and 
friends keep her grounded.  It’s what she calls her “life- life.” The acting career is just a 
bonus.   

“Acting brings me an endless amount of joy, and I’m very aware of how lucky I 
am to do what I love—but it’s just part of a happy life,” Price said.      

Being an actress didn’t seem very smart.  Only the realization that her co-workers 
in the financial industry weren’t happy, even though they made a lot of money, caused 
her to change career direction.   

“I broke into show business just when girls were being allowed to be funny,” 
Price said.  “The show Darma and Greg came out, and Elaine, on Seinfeld, was 
obviously the funniest character.  Females were no longer the accessory.  They could be 
smart and funny.”      
          Since Quantum Leap, Price has had the unusual track record of being constantly 
employed as an actress.  She co-starred in Grounded for Life and LateLine, and made 
appearances in The Drew Carey Show, Saved by the Bell, and Will and Grace.  Her 
movie credits include Mystery Alaska, Love Happens, and Larry the Cable Guy: Health 
Inspector.    
 “People can’t believe I did a movie with Larry the Cable Guy, but let me tell 
you—that was one of the best working experiences of my life!  He may sound like a 
southern idiot, but he’s the nicest, smartest guy, he has the funniest writers, his wife is 
super cool, the producers were incredibly kind.  I had a ball.” 
 And for Price, that’s much more important than starring in an Oscar-winning 
movie.  She wants to be surrounded by great people and be proud of her work.     

“Fortunately, I’ve never had to work with divas,” Price said.  “I’d rather stay 
home and garden, thank you very much, than work with giant egos and bad behavior.”     

Three years ago, when Price became a mother, her perspective on acting took 
another turn.  She considered leaving her career to stay home.         
 “It was very confusing, like, wait, who am I?  What am I supposed to do?  Am I 
still supposed to wear lipstick?” 



Since then, she’s decided that having an identity other than “Mom” makes life 
more interesting for her husband, her child, and herself.   

“I keep my eye on the idea that a mom with a career is not a bad mom,” Price 
said.  “I say that like it makes total sense, but half the time, I’d rather stay home and eat 
up my child because she’s so delicious.  But, having a job is also a big part of who I am.  
Every single time I go to work, I learn something or I laugh my head off. ” 

Since Price has worked on the Rules of Engagement set since 2007, her daughter 
has spent her whole life involved with the show.  One of Price’s favorite memories is of 
nursing her baby under a poncho during rehearsal.  The scene was a heated argument 
with David Spade, and in response, her daughter “shot up through the nursing cover and 
punched him in the chest.”   
 This summer, Price’s daughter will play the role of “Queen Bee” while visiting 
her grandparents in Oklahoma.  The whole family is looking forward to the trip and will 
likely sing favorite show tunes from the musical “Oklahoma” before arriving.  In keeping 
with tradition, Price will eat at Van’s Pig Stand and visit her friend’s gourmet and organic 
food store, Forward Foods.  She will also take a long look at the sky. 

“It’s the thing that always blows me away when I go home.  I never appreciated 
the sky when I lived there; at how clear and huge it is.  It’s gorgeous.” 

But she doesn’ t miss the bugs.  She has “horrible, visceral, childhood memories” 
of June bugs.  One dark morning, she crawled into the backseat of the car, unaware that 
dozens of June bugs had flown into the car overnight.  As the sun started to rise, they rose 
up around her.  She compared it to The Amityville Horror.   
 The good memories of home far outweigh the buggy ones, though. She credits her 
family for being the good foundation that enabled her to go into the world and make her 
way.  Inspiring teachers, like Nita Cochran and Betsy Ballard, told her, “Your world can 
be whatever you want it to be, and it’s not just as big as the confines of Norman.” 
 Price has definitely expanded her horizons beyond Norman.  Her comedy is now 
viewed by movie and television audiences around the world.   

“What I bring to the table as an actress is that I’m a human being outside of 
acting.  I’m fun to work with because I’m a full person.”   

A smart, funny, happy person.   
 
 
 


