
Kristin Chenoweth: From Oz to Opera 
By Amy Dee Stephens  
 

From squeaky-doll voice to stunning opera vocals, Kristin Chenoweth is a 

performer with a wide range of talents.  This tiny dynamo from Broken Arrow has graced 

music halls, televisions and movie screens around the world.   

But one thing hasn’t happened to her… 

 “I haven’t been pigeonholed into one type of part,” Chenoweth said.  “I’m four 

foot eleven and I have a unique speaking voice.  I stay really busy with different types of 

performances.  Well, okay,” she laughed, “you could call that showbiz A.D.D. (Attention 

Deficit Disorder).” 

 Chenoweth does flit from venue to venue with amazing speed.  She must use her 

fairy wings.  Last fall, she was the voice of Rosetta the fairy in Walt Disney’s 

“Tinkerbell” movie--   

(“I have a Disney doll made after me!”)  

--and prior to that, she immortalized the role of Glinda the Good Witch in the Oz-

based musical “Wicked,” which earned her a Tony Award nomination. She loves the idea 

that Glinda’s portrayal in the future will be based upon her characterization.   

“When I was a kid, I looked up to Julie Andrews, Judy Garland, Bernadette 

Peters--those were my idols,” Chenoweth said.  “I love that the roles are reversed and 

kids are now looking to me as a role model.”  

However, don’t think that her acting is only for young audiences.  In the 

television world, she has played a political role in the show “The West Wing” and made 

cameo appearances on programs ranging from “Ugly Betty” to “Frasier.”  She’s currently 

in Los Angeles filming a new television drama series called “Legally Mad” (from the 

creator of “Boston Legal” and “Ally McBeal”).  Last year’s “Pushing Daisies” had a 

short air life, but earned Chenoweth an Emmy nomination for Best Supporting Actress in 

a Comedy Series.   

But one thing she hasn’t earned…a Grammy nomination. 

“I’d love to have a nomination as a singer,” Chenoweth said, “Singing is what 

makes me so happy.  It’s an extension of who we are.  We sing because we can’t speak 

any more.”   



Chenoweth’s earliest memories are of music.  Her parents took her to Tulsa to 

watch the ballets and musicals that came through town.  They also bought her a piano 

because she loved to sing and dance around the house (although she regrets not having 

kept up with her piano lessons).  Chenoweth fully credits her parents for allowing her 

love of music to develop gradually.   

“My earliest memory is singing in church.  I remember one soloist touched me on 

a spiritual level because that song meant something to that person, and you don’t sing 

about nothing,” Chenoweth said.  “Even now, I can’t share a song with an audience 

unless it touches me—because only then does the audience buy it.”  

And buy it they do!  In fact, she regularly performs before sold-out crowds at 

concert houses ranging from the Metropolitan Opera to the Lincoln Center.  On the 

international front, she has sung around the world, and right now is trying to squeeze an 

invitation to Australia’s Sydney Opera House into her schedule.   

It seems like Chenoweth couldn’t be any busier, and yet she released the vocal 

CD, “A Lovely Way to Spend Christmas,” in October.  Plus, she adds movie-acting to 

her list of credits.  She played the sister of Reese Witherspoon in the holiday hit “Four 

Christmases,” and starred in a 2009 independent film release called “Into Temptation.”  

The film’s female lead is an abused prostitute who is stopped from committing suicide by 

a priest.  Chenoweth has been criticized for portraying the controversial character after 

her religious claims, but she says she chose the role because it touches on people’s faith 

and what leads them to make the decisions we can’t understand.   

“I’m not going to lie--people get into my head with the negative things they say,” 

Chenoweth admits.  “I’m a sensitive soul and have been since I was young.  Now I’m an 

old soul, making tough decisions in show business.  My mom has talked me through a 

lot.  Even when she doesn’t agree with me, she knows my heart, and she knows what 

things that I have turned down.  I’m happy with the decisions I’ve made.”  

To add to Chenoweth’s long list of accomplishments, she celebrated the release of 

her first book “A Little Bit Wicked: Life, Love and Faith in Stages,” in April.  The book 

shares stories from her childhood years and anecdotes from her Broadway and television 

experiences.  



“I wouldn’t say I’m old enough to have memoir,” Chenoweth said with a laugh.  

“The book is about my life so far, as a person of faith in show business.  Hopefully it’s 

inspirational and funny.  I talk a little about being adopted, but mainly about being an 

Oklahoma girl who’s now doing what she dreamed of.” 

Chenoweth describes her “regular upbringing” in Broken Arrow as “the best.”  

She was a cheerleader, sang in the choir, and acted in the school’s drama department.  

High school football, “Friday Night Lights,” was the highlight of her week.  She has good 

memories of farm life, hiking at Red Rock Canyon, and visiting her grandparents in 

Hinton.   

“I was a regular girl in high school, trying to get through my tests,” Chenoweth 

said,  “Now, I’m that same person, trying to get through shows and do the best I can, 

learn my lines, do my homework, and be around the people I love (and not people that 

are too weird).”     

 These days, homework for Chenoweth is in the form of people-watching.  She 

finds that making observations is the best way to prepare for an acting part.  To get into 

character for her Tony Award-winning performance as five-year-old Sally in “You’re A 

Good Man, Charlie Brown,” Chenoweth spent time at Central Park. 

“I watched how kids acted and how they misbehaved.” Chenoweth said.  “In the 

movie “RV,” I pulled my character from my own life.  I basically played my Aunt 

Ginger.  Well, really it was a combination of all six of my aunts—a combo platter of 

Oklahoma girls.”       

Family is very important to Chenoweth, and time away from them is one of the 

big downsides to being in show business.  She is excited that her parents, who moved to 

Houston several years ago, are about to retire to Norman, Oklahoma.  Having her 

relatives scattered between Oklahoma City and Tulsa makes it easier to see everyone in 

one visit.   

“There’s no other home but Oklahoma,” Chenoweth said.  “Even though I don’t 

live there now, Oklahoma is where my heart is forever. I’m so happy that United Airlines 

now has a direct flight to Oklahoma City.” 

When Chenoweth does come home, she likes to go to McDonalds, and go to the 

mall, and “get back to my roots.”  In New York and Los Angeles, where she has divided 



her time for the last fifteen years, relaxation comes in a different form.  She enjoys 

watching television and old movies, likes to read, writes songs and visits Starbucks.   

“Oh, and I’m a bedazzler! No, not with the machine—I have my own system with 

fabric glue,” Chenoweth said.     

 Away from the fabric glue and the coffee, things are less calm.  Chenoweth 

admits that she gets very nervous behind stage before every performance.  Before she 

sings, she likes to hold hands with her music director, take deep breaths, and say a little 

prayer—then she’s okay.  Once on stage, she’s a performing powerhouse. 

 “I probably need therapy for this, but I’m more comfortable on stage than off,” 

Chenoweth said.  “God gave me this gift and I have to use it.  I don’t do drugs, I do 

performing—it’s a natural high.”  

   Surprisingly, she cautions young people who are interested in following in her 

footsteps.  She encourages them to consider doing something else before they take on the 

difficulties of this “wonderful but challenging business.” 

 “If you can see yourself doing nothing else, and if, in absolution, nothing else will 

please you or thrill you, then go for it and don’t hold back,” Chenoweth said. “But if you 

can do anything else—do that.  Me?  I came out of the womb knowing I was destined to 

perform.” 

 And perform she does!  From music to acting to writing, Kristin Chenoweth has 

proven herself to be a versatile performer.      

But one thing that hasn’t happened to her… 

 “I haven’t gotten to host the “Saturday Night Live” show.  Yet.” 

  

   
 
 
 
 
 
                  
 
          


